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IN THE SUPREME COURT OF Criminal
THE REPUBLIC OF VANUATU Case No. 23/397 SC/CRML

(Criminal Jurisdiction)

Date:
By.

BETWEEN; Public Prosecutor

AND: Danny Meltetake

Defendant

29t May 2023
Justice R.L.B Spear

Counsel’ MrJ Aru on behalf of Ms M Tasso for the Public Prosecutor

Mr B. Livo for the Defendant

SENTENCE

The defendant is for sentenced having pleaded guilty to a count of committing and act of indecency with
a young person contrary to section 98A of the Penal Code [CAP 135].

There is no dispute as to the facts of the offending.

The defendant and the complainant were close neighbours living in much the same yard in Freshwota 1.
The defendant was 20 years old and the complainant was a young boy age 6 years at the time of the
offending.

On 4t February 2023, the complainant was riding his bicycle around the yard. The defendant saw him
and called him into the defendant's house. The complainant went into the house and was then told by
the defendant to go and lie on the bed. The complainant refused but the defendant then made him lie on
the bed. He the undressed the complainant and placed his mouth over the naked penis of the
complainant. As soon as the complainant was able to leave the defendant's home, he went straight to
his mother and reported the incident to her.

The defendant was interviewed by the police under caution on 8" February 2023 and he admitted the
offending. It can be accepted that his guilty plea was entered at the first reasonable opportunity and
accordingly he is entitied to full credit for that, It has saved the State the expense of a trial but particularly
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of the sentence would send the wrong message. That message must consistently be that those who
sexually abuse the young vulnerable members of our community should expect a term of imprisonment.

14, The sentence is accordingly one of 1 year 8 months imprisonment which is back-dated to commence on
15% February 2023 to take account of the time that the defendant served on remand on custody. That
amounted to a total of 14 weeks and 5 days given that he was mistakenly released for a period of one
week on 7 April 2023 but recall one week later.

15. The defendant has 14 days to appeal this sentence.

Dated at Port Vila this 29th day of May 2023 »« 36 m,,g r’ea,;g ¥
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